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veterans were to pass through that carpentry
class. He and his agricultural students con-
structed a new agricultural building and later
built and operated a cannery on the school
grounds for use by the community every sum-
mer.

Mr. Phillips’ educational career had many
highlights. He taught vocational agriculture in
Harnett County for more than 28 years,
worked for the North Carolina Department of
Public Instruction for more than 10 years as a
curriculum specialist and supervisor for cur-
riculum development, and designed the course
of study for several divisions in vocational
education. He wrote, photographed, and de-
veloped a fourth grade curriculum for the
study of North Carolina that included a resume
of six sound color filmstrips with a teacher’s
text and guide to utilization. He worked closely
with NC State University, an institution from
which he received the Master's Degree in
1958, over a period of 25 years and super-
vised some 100 student teachers during that
period.

He received many honors for his activities.
He received the Honorary American Farmer
Degree in 1958, the highest honor that a vo-
cational agriculture instructor can receive. He
won the Teacher of Teachers Silver Award in
1968 from the National Vocational Agricultural
Teachers Association. Former students estab-
lished an “M.O. Phillips Scholarship” in 1966,
and a day was set aside in Coats as M.O.
Phillips Day with a large celebration and life
story at the Coats school. This scholarship is
given each year to an outstanding student
who has been accepted to attend a four-year
college or university. North Carolina State Uni-
versity award him its “Outstanding Alumni
Award” posthumously in 1999-2000.

Mr. Phillips was active in all agriculture as-
sociations as well as the North Carolina Asso-
ciation of Educators and the National Edu-
cation Association. One of his enduring gratifi-
cations was that he was a member of the Fu-
ture Farmers of America nominating com-
mittee that nominated Jim Hunt for FFA presi-
dent. Hunt won, then later went on to serve as
North Carolina Governor for 16 years.

Under Mr. Phillips’ leadership, the Coats
FFA chapter won more honors than any other
chapter in North Carolina. The chapter re-
ceived the “Gold Service Award” twice, the
highest award given by the national organiza-
tion. A total of 23 Future Farmers received the
“American Farmer Degree,” under Mr. Phillips’
leadership.

Mr. Phillips was executive secretary of Mer-
edith Publishing Company’s Successful Farm-
ers Teaching Aids for 13 years. As executive
secretary, he recommended to the publisher
what aides were to be published monthly and
from those recommendations would prepare
the monthly teaching aid kits which Successful
Farming mailed to some 5,000 vocational edu-
cation teachers each month. A lover of roses,
he was the publication’s rose editor for 13
years.

In 1994, Governor Hunt gave Mr. Phillips
the “Governor’s Volunteer Award” for his ac-
tivities. Those activities included service to the
American Legion, the Lions Club, the Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Coats Development
Group, and the Coats Senior Citizens Center,
as well as numerous other civic endeavors.
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Mr. Phillips was founding member of the
Coats Chamber of Commerce Board of Direc-
tors. He was named “Coats Man of the Year”
in 1983 and was a grand marshal of the Coats
85th Farmers Day Parade in 1997. He was
also a charter member of the Coats Lions
Club and the Coats Senior Citizens Center.

A member of Coats Baptist Church for 64
years, Mr. Phillips taught Sunday school for 45
years and was Sunday school superintendent
for 26 years. He was a deacon for 40 years
and chairman of the Baptist Men for 11 years.
He served as a tour escort for a tour group
formed at the church and made some 30 trips
with the group. He was a popular speaker in
both Methodist and Baptist churches in North
Carolina and in his home state of Mississippi.

Mr. Phillips survivors include one daughter
and son-in-law, Carolyn S. and Ben Spears of
Greensboro; one son and daughter-in-law,
Murry T. and Dora Phillips of Dunn; one sister,
Evelyn Collier, five grandchildren and one
great granddaughter.

If an individual’s role is to leave the world a
better place than he found it, Murry Ormand
Phillips did an inestimable job. When his coun-
try was threatened, he rallied to the colors.
When courage was called for, he responded.
When his community needed vision, he sup-
plied it. When students needed inspiration, he
offered it. When children needed an adult
model from whom they could learn, he was al-
ways available.

Coats and North Carolina have lost an out-
standing citizen. But we can thank a Kind
Providence that placed us on the same high-
way of life as this good man.

———

A BIPARTISAN SOLUTION TO
EDUCATION CRISIS IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, of the many challenges that
our country faces in this new century,
there is none greater than education,
educating our populace so that we have
a skilled workforce and so that every-
body has the level of education that
they need in today’s economy.

When I go around my district and go
visit businesses and it does not matter
what size or what level of skill they are
looking for and I ask them what their
greatest challenge is, the answer is al-
ways the same, finding employees. This
is particularly true certainly of high-
skilled jobs, computer, engineers,
math, science, but it is also true across
the board of just about any level of job
that you could need in any business.
We are not educating our population to
fill the jobs that are available in our
country. If we are going to maintain
the economic growth that we have en-
joyed for the last 7 or 8 years, we are
going to have to start doing that.

Increasingly, the battle over edu-
cation has broken down into an either/
or partisan debate that is not bene-
fiting either party or certainly not
benefiting the people of this country.
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On the one side you have people saying
that all we need to do is spend more
money on public education and the
problems will be solved. On the other
side, you have people saying all we
need to do is privatize the system and
it will magically be solved. The truth
is that neither answer really works or
really applies to the challenge we face
in this country.

I rise today to talk about a new solu-
tion to this that will bring some of the
ideas from both sides and hopefully
forge a bipartisan solution to the edu-
cation crisis that we have in our coun-
try. As a member of the New Democrat
Coalition, this is something that Mem-
bers like the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. ROEMER) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. DOOLEY) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DAVIS) and
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
KIND), myself, and many others have
been working on to forge a solution to
our education problem that gets away
from the old partisan polemic, that
gets away from the idea of trying to
score political points on education and
to actually work towards a solution.
And it blends together a couple of very
basic ideas. Yes, we need to support
public education. Ninety percent of the
students in this country, more in most
places, are educated in public institu-
tions. They need our support. Anyone
who says money does not matter in
education is not being realistic.

I do not think you would hear any
businessman say that money does not
matter in his or her ability to run their
business. It matters. But it also mat-
ters every little bit as much how you
spend that money. Not only do we need
to support public education, we also
need to make sure that there is ac-
countability and choice at every level
of the education establishment. Right
now in K-12 education that really is
not true. Either for the students or the
employees, whether it is administra-
tors, teachers, principals, students,
whatever, we really do not have many
methods to measure results, to meas-
ure how well our students are doing,
how well our teachers are doing, how
well our administrators are doing. The
people of this country are demanding
that accountability. They will support
public education, they will support
lower class sizes, better school con-
struction, mandatory preschool, a vari-
ety of different things but they want to
make sure they are getting their mon-
ey’s worth.

What we need to advocate is pro-
grams that give parents and students
reasonable reason to believe that we
are going to have that sort of account-
ability within our education system.
We need to measure results. I under-
stand that nobody is excited about hav-
ing their results measured. If you show
up to work and someone says, ‘‘Okay,
today we’re going to do a 2-week eval-
uation of how well you’re doing at your
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job.” It is not something that anybody
is looking forward to nor is it easy to
do. I am not advocating that we simply
have one multiple choice test fits all.
It is a complicated process to evaluate.
But some evaluation has to be done.

It is not enough for those of us who
advocate public schools to stand up and
say, “Well, it’s too tough to evaluate.
We can’t really tell you what schools
are working and which ones are not.”
We need to figure that out.

We also need to give parents choice.
Expanding charter schools in this
country would give parents realistic
public school choice. They could mold
and shape their local community
school and be invested in it. Those op-
tions would help improve public
schools. But at the end of the day, we
also need to fund schools. If we are
going to tell teachers that we are going
to hold them more accountable, we are
going to have to pay them more. You
will not attract people to the teaching
profession if they know they are start-
ing out at $24,000 and topping out at
$50,000 when they have other options.

Another good idea, something that
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DAVIS) has worked on a lot, is the idea
of alternative certification, the idea of
taking people who have been working
in the business world, have developed
skills and giving them an alternative
method to allow them to teach perhaps
for a short period of time to help fill
that quality issue. So we are going to
have to increase quality through in-
creasing pay and increasing account-
ability if we are truly going to move
forward in education.

In this election year, I ask both par-
ties to step up to this problem. This
should not be an issue where we try to
advance an idea or a piece of legisla-
tion for the political purpose of mak-
ing the other party look like either, A,
they do not support public schools or,
B, they do not support accountability.
We need people working together who
both support public schools and sup-
port accountability and choice. I think
that is the majority of this body,
frankly. We just need to forge that coa-
lition and work on that so that we can
move forward.

Mr. Speaker, one final point. Local
control is going to be a critical aspect
of this. This cannot be solved from
Washington, D.C. Local schools have to
make the difference, and we have to
empower them to make that difference.

————
[ 1445

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE JOSEPH
CLEMENS HOWARD, SR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. CUMMINGS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to note the passing from this life on
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September 16 of a great American. I
rise to pay homage to a man of peace,
United States District Judge Joseph
Clemens Howard, Sr.

Judge Howard served the cause of
justice for many years, first on the Su-
preme Bench of Baltimore City, and
later on the United States District
Court for the District of Maryland.

Some may think it unusual that I
characterize this man who was such a
fierce and tenacious fighter for justice
as a man of peace. We must never for-
get, however, what Dr. Martin Luther
King taught this Nation when he said,
‘“Peace is more than the absence of
war. Peace is the presence of justice.”

All too often in this life, we fail to
recognize, Mr. Speaker, the greatness
of the people around us. Judge Joseph
Howard was a man, however, whose ele-
vated stature as a human being, whose
intellectual capability and moral char-
acter, as well as physical presence, de-
manded recognition.

As a consequence of that stature, Joe
Howard was acknowledged in his own
time as both a legal scholar and as a
trailblazer for civil rights.

President Jimmy Carter nominated
Judge Howard to serve on the United
States District Court for the District
of Maryland in 1979. That action on the
part of President Carter was an his-
toric event.

In recognition of Joe Howard’s capa-
bilities and proven accomplishments as
a member of the Maryland judiciary,
both Maryland Senator Charles Ma-
thias and our Democratic Senator Paul
SARBANES strongly supported Judge
Howard’s nomination. The Senate gave
its advice and consent, and on October
25, 1979, Judge Joseph Howard was
sworn in as the first African American
to ever serve on Maryland’s United
States District court.

No one who loves justice has ever had
cause to regret this historic event.

I have been taught that a true leader
stands up for what is right, whatever
adversity that may bring, hanging on
to his principles until the rest of the
world catches up. This is how I will al-
ways remember Judge Joseph Howard.

He cleared the path and set the
standards of excellence and principle
for all of us who followed him into the
law. Those of us who were blessed to
know Judge Howard understand that
the principles he fought to advance are
far from being secured. We will carry
on in the certain knowledge that a man
who loved humanity has chartered our
course and won the opening argument.

Judge Howard used to remind us that
justice must always seek to improve
the human condition. He quoted Elea-
nor Roosevelt’s words so often:

Human rights must begin in small places
close to home. They are the world of the in-
dividual person, where every man, woman
and child seeks equal justice, equal oppor-
tunity and equal dignity without discrimina-
tion. Unless these rights have meaning
there, they have little meaning anywhere.
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Judge Howard understood the funda-
mental truth in Eleanor Roosevelt’s
words. That conviction was the source
of his greatness.

Judge Howard’s funeral last Friday
was one of those brief moments when
everyone, both black and white, be-
came one heart and one mind. Balti-
more came together last Friday to pay
respect to the life of a man who taught
us lasting lessons about the seeds of
justice within the human spirit.

“There was a fury about Judge Jo-
seph Howard, a sense of justice that lay
at the center of his soul,” recalled Dis-
trict Court Chief Judge J. Frederick
Motz. ‘At the same time, he was a man
of compassion to all, whatever their
station in life.”

Maryland’s Chief Judge, Robert Bell,
concurred, observing, ‘‘Joe Howard was
a man who built bridges so that those
who followed could cross to oppor-
tunity on the other side.”

What touched me most deeply, Mr.
Speaker, though, was the honesty and
the candor with which those of us who
spoke addressed the struggles in Joe
Howard’s life. We talked openly about
how in 1968 as a young man and Assist-
ant State’s Attorney, Joe Howard had
gone against the legal establishment of
that time, challenging racial dispari-
ties in sentencing and pushing for a
higher level of equity.

We remembered how the system at-
tempted to punish Joe Howard’s pur-
suit of justice during his campaign for
a seat on the Supreme Bench. In a free
society, the seeds of justice can take
hold and grow only in the shared soil of
our respect for ourselves and each
other as human beings.

So, my colleagues and friends, I rise
not to mourn the death of Joseph
Clemens Howard, but to celebrate the
life of a man who exemplified ‘‘equal
justice under the law.”

To the beloved ones in Judge How-
ard’s life, his wife, Gwendolyn Lynn
Howard; his son, Joseph; his brother,
Lawrence; and the entire Howard fam-
ily, we simply say thank you for shar-
ing with us the life of a great man.
Judge Joseph Clemens Howard was be-
loved by all who loved justice, and he
will be sorely missed.

———

INJURED COLD WAR VETERANS
DESERVE ASSISTANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
during this unusual period of the day
when we should be busy at work mov-
ing our appropriation bills on this floor
in the full light of the public to talk
and plead about an issue that should be
resolved through the appropriations
process and the defense authorization
bill that is moving both through this
body and the other body, and it con-
cerns Americans who worked, who
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